
 
 
Use of ASCA National Model,® RAMP® and School Counselor of the Year® Terminology 
 
External Trademark and Attribution Policy 
The American School Counselor Association (ASCA) protects its intellectual property to ensure 
clarity, accuracy and trust for school counselors, schools and partners. This policy explains how 
outside organizations may reference the ASCA National Model® and the Recognized ASCA 
Model Program® (RAMP®). This policy applies to all non-ASCA entities, including but not limited 
to vendors, consultants, publishers, districts, state associations, researchers and nonprofit or 
for-profit organizations. 
 
Trademark ownership 

• ASCA National Model® is a registered trademark of the American School Counselor 
Association. 

• The ASCA National Model® diagram (diamond graphic) is a registered trademark and 
may not be reprinted or modified without written permission from ASCA. 

• Recognized ASCA Model Program® (RAMP®) is a registered trademark of ASCA. 
• School Counselor of the Year® and associated logos and designs. 

 
Permitted use without written permission 
Outside organizations may reference the ASCA National Model® or RAMP® in text only when all 
of the following conditions are met: 

• The full trademarked name is used on first reference:  
o ASCA National Model® 
o Recognized ASCA Model Program® (RAMP®) 
o School Counselor of the Year® 

• The ® symbol appears on first reference in each standalone publication, webpage or 
presentation. 

• The reference is descriptive and factual, such as noting alignment or relevance. 
• The use does not imply endorsement, approval, certification or partnership by ASCA. 
• A required disclaimer is included (see below). 

 
Prohibited use without written permission 
Outside organizations may not: 

• Use ASCA trademarks in:  
o Product names 
o Program titles 
o Company or organization names 
o Taglines or slogans 

• Use, reproduce, adapt or modify:  



o The ASCA National Model® diagram 
o RAMP® logos or graphics 
o School Counselor of the Year® logos, seals or designs 

• Create derivative or look-alike graphics.  
• Modify trademarks or combine them with other branding.  
• State or imply ASCA endorsement, approval or sponsorship.  
• Refer to individuals as “RAMP school counselors.” RAMP® is a school designation, not 

an individual credential. 
• Use “School Counselor of the Year®” in a way that suggests an ongoing title, certification 

or endorsement beyond the year awarded. State school counselor associations must 
always use the state name when referencing their state School Counselor of the Year®. 

 
Required disclaimer language 
One of the following disclaimers must appear wherever the ASCA National Model®, RAMP® or 
School Counselor of the Year® are referenced. 
 
Standard disclaimer 
ASCA National Model,® Recognized ASCA Model Program® (RAMP®) and School Counselor of 
the Year® are registered trademarks of the American School Counselor Association. Use of 
these terms does not imply endorsement by ASCA. 
 
Expanded disclaimer (recommended for marketing, training or paid products) 
ASCA National Model,® Recognized ASCA Model Program® (RAMP®) and School Counselor of 
the Year® are registered trademarks of the American School Counselor Association. This 
product or service is not affiliated with, endorsed by or approved by ASCA. 
 
Placement of disclaimers 
Disclaimers should appear clearly and legibly: 

• On the same page as the first trademark reference 
• In a footer or acknowledgements section 
• On slides or handouts that reference ASCA National Model,® RAMP® School Counselor 

of the Year® 
• On marketing or sales webpages that reference alignment 

 
Requests for permission 
Any use beyond what is outlined in this policy requires prior written permission from ASCA, 
including use of graphics, logos or trademarked terms in titles or branding. Permission requests 
should be submitted to asca@schoolcounselor.org. 
 
Failure to follow this policy may result in a request to revise or remove content. 
 
 


