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ASCA

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR 

JOB TO A 5 YEAR OLD? I help kids 

unravel their thoughts, learn to 

understand their feelings and 

how to use their words to say 

what they want or need.

WHAT BRINGS YOU JOY? My family and building 

relationships with students

WHAT DO YOU DO TO DECOMPRESS/ELIMINATE 

STRESS/REFUEL FOR THE NEXT DAY? After work, 

I sit in my car for 5–10 minutes before going into 

my house. I work out in the mornings, and I watch 

my favorite TV shows nightly before bed.

WHEN AND WHY DID YOU KNOW YOU WANTED TO 

BE A SCHOOL COUNSELOR? I worked alongside 

middle and high school counselors as the 

technical college recruiter and tech prep 

coordinator and found their jobs interesting.  

I honestly didn’t know that I wanted to be a 

school counselor until I began my internships 

and worked in the schools with students.

FAST FACTS >  WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE SMELL AND WHY? JASMINE; 

IT’S LIGHT AND CLEAN.  > WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE DESSERT? 

POUND CAKE WITH ICE CREAM > WHAT’S YOUR GUILTY PLEASURE? 

CHIPS > WHAT SUPERPOWER DO YOU WISH YOU HAD? DUPLICATION 

> WHAT COULD YOU TALK ABOUT FOR 30 MINUTES WITH NO NOTES? 

COOKING  > DO YOU HAVE ANY HIDDEN TALENTS/WHAT CAN YOU 

DO? CRAFTING

READ MORE ABOUT QUITA  

SCHOOLCOUNSELOR.ORG/IAMASCA

WHAT WOULD YOU BE DOING IF YOU WEREN’T 

A SCHOOL COUNSELOR? Still working with 

students in some capacity or professional 

furniture “upcycler”

WHAT INSPIRES YOU ABOUT BEING A 

SCHOOL COUNSELOR? The ability to 

be a positive role model for children 

and to share knowledge and career 

opportunities

WHY ARE YOU AN ASCA MEMBER? It’s my 

professional organization.
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Serving on the ASCA Board of Directors, I am often reminded of my home state of Rhode 
Island and its motto – a single, powerful word – Hope. It feels especially fitting for our 
work as school counselors and for the stewardship of our profession. It is also what 
grounds our work as a board: keeping the focus on the organization’s mission of represent-
ing the school counseling profession and equipping school counselors to create equitable 
opportunities and inclusive environments that enable each and every student to succeed.

As a board, our role is to keep that mission at the center of every conversation. Rather 
than focusing on the day-to-day work of the association, we focus on ASCA’s direction, 
ensuring it remains aligned with its purpose and continues to support members and 
students. 

That role clarity is essential. The board’s responsibility is not implementation, but stew-
ardship – ensuring the organization remains aligned to its mission and focused on what 
matters most for students. Our work centers on whether ASCA is fulfilling its intended 
outcomes, whether priorities remain mission-driven and whether members are being 
supported in ways that strengthen practice across the field. It’s the kind of work that often 
happens out of sight, but it shapes the direction of everything we do.

At the center of that work is something especially meaningful: hope. Hope is not simply 
a theme or sentiment – it is a driving force in school counseling and in the lives of the 
students we serve. As Helen Keller once said, “Optimism is the faith that leads to achieve-
ment; nothing can be done without hope and confidence.” That belief resonates deeply 
with the board’s responsibility to keep student success at the center of every decision.

Hope also shows up in governance. Every conversation is grounded in whether ASCA is 
fulfilling its mission – supporting access, fostering inclusive environments and ensuring 
each and every student has the opportunity to succeed. In this way, hope is not abstract; 
it is reflected in our alignment with mission and equity.

One of the most important parts of board work is staying connected to you – our mem-
bers. Through surveys, membership linkage, committee involvement, conversations at 
conferences and talking with state leaders, we stay grounded in the real experiences of 
our membership and the work they do every day with students.

As we prepare for this summer’s Annual Conference and its theme, Amplify Success, 
there is a strong sense of energy, hope and purpose. The theme reflects what school 
counselors do every day – remove barriers, expand opportunity and help each and every 
student see what is possible.

Hope is present in the work you do every day and in the profession we are building 
together. I look forward to continuing to amplify student success alongside you, with hope 
for all that is still ahead for our students and our profession.

Joseph Cipriano
Director, ASCA Board of Directors

ROOTED IN HOPE




