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WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE TOOL 

YOU USE IN YOUR WORK AS A 

SCHOOL COUNSELOR?  I love 

books that encourage students’ 

social/emotional development. 

My favorites are: “The Invisible 

String” by Patrice Karst, “It 

Feels Good to Be Yourself: A 

Book about Gender Identity” by 

Theresa Thorn, “Here and Now” 

by Julia Denos, “I am Brown” by 

Ashok Banker and “Listening to 

My Body” by Gabi Garcia.

WHEN AND WHY DID YOU KNOW YOU WANTED TO 

PURSUE A CAREER IN SCHOOL COUNSELING?

I knew I wanted to be a school counselor when 

I was an undergraduate. I worked for a student 

diversity program, and I realized I wanted 

to return to my community to continue to 

support students who have been historically 

underrepresented in higher education. 

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE THING ABOUT BEING 

A SCHOOL COUNSELOR? I enjoy personally 

meeting the families of my students and 

learning more about my students outside of 

the educational setting. 

WHAT WORDS DO YOU LIVE BY?  Quizás todos 

los días no sean buenos, pero siempre hay algo 

bueno todos los días. (Every day may not be 

the best, but there is always something good 

every day.)

WHY ARE YOU A MEMBER OF ASCA? I am part of 

ASCA because I want to continue to grow as a 

professional school counselor. ASCA is more than 

a professional organization; it’s a community of 

student-centered educators and advocates.  

ANDREA PEREZ

School Counselor,  

Young Oak, Kim Academy, 

Los Angeles, Calif.

FAST FACTS >  WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE SONG?  “OPTIMISTA”  

BY CALONCHO   >  WHAT’S YOUR COFFEE ORDER? CARAMEL 

ICED COFFEE WITH A SPLASH OF HALF AND HALF    >  

WHAT’S YOUR GUILTY PLEASURE?  PEOPLE WATCHING   >  

WHAT SUPERPOWER DO YOU WISH YOU HAD?  FLYING   >  

WHAT IS ONE THING YOU’RE REALLY GOOD AT? SLEEPING    

>  WHAT’S SOMETHING YOU THINK MOST PEOPLE DON’T 

KNOW ABOUT YOU? I WRITE POETRY

 

READ MORE ABOUT ANDREA  
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WHAT WOULD YOU BE DOING IF YOU 

WEREN’T A SCHOOL COUNSELOR?

I would probably be a teacher. I feel like 

I was meant to be in a school.


